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S. Korea 
welcomes 


talks with 
Pyongyang 


Official suggests meeting 
next week; Washington 
skeptical of Kim’s offer 


BY SIMON DENYER 


BEIJING — South Korea leaped 
Tuesday at an offer of talks from 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
ahead of next month’s Winter 
Olympics, betting that tensions 
between the two countries can be 
eased after more than a year of 
insults, military drills, missile 
launches and nuclear tests. 

US. officials said they doubt 
Kim’s sincerity but declared that 
Washington will not stand in the 
way, nor will it allow the North to 
drive a wedge between South Ko- 
rea and the United States. 

“Rocket man now wants to talk 
to South Korea for first time,” Pres- 
ident Trump tweeted, referring to 
Kim. “Perhaps that is good news, 
perhaps not — we will see!” 

A top South Korean official sug- 
gested that the two sides meet as 
early as next week. 

The offer of talks could lead toa 
temporary relaxation of tensions 
on the Korean Peninsula. But ex- 
perts warned that North Korea 
was most likely borrowing from a 
well-worn playbook, hoping to 
win relief from sanctions and buy 
time to improve its nuclear pro- 
gram without offering any real 
concessions. 

Ina New Year’s Day speech, Kim 
said he wanted to ease tensions 
with the South and was willing to 
send a delegation to the Pyeong- 
Chang Olympics, and he suggest- 
ed that the two sides meet to dis- 
cuss the idea. At the same time, he 
cautioned the Trump administra- 
tion that a “nuclear button” was on 
his desk and his missiles could 
strike any part of the United 
States. 

Trump responded with a threat 
of his own Tuesday evening. 

“Will someone from his deplet- 
ed and food starved regime please 
inform him that I too have a Nu- 

KOREAS CONTINUED ON A8 


An icy silver lining to days of bitter cold 


Bes VINNY) 


MICHAEL S. WILLIAMSON/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Hockey player Christian Fay, 21, of Laytonsville, Md., plays Tuesday on a frozen pond in Montgomery County. 
Brinkwood Pond has about 12 inches of ice on it. To determine if it is safe for people to skate, the pond is drilled in 
multiple places to confirm a thickness of at least six inches. The East Coast has seen below-normal temperatures 
for several days, and a huge storm is expected to bring even colder air to the region this week. Story, A3. 


Hatch won't run again, clearing field for Romney 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN 
AND MICHAEL SCHERER 


Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah) 
announced Tuesday that he will 
end a four-decade congressional 
career at the close of 2018, in- 
stantly unleashing the wide- 
spread presumption that former 
presidential contender Mitt 
Romney will seek to replace him. 

Hatch, who is 83 and a close 
ally of President Trump, decided 
to step down despite strong en- 
couragement from the president 
to run for an eighth term in the 
Senate. 

“Every good fighter knows 


Mitt 
Romney 


Orrin 
G. Hatch 


when to hang up the gloves. And 
for me, that time is soon ap- 
proaching,” Hatch said. “That’s 
why after much prayer and dis- 
cussion with family and friends, 
I’ve decided to retire at the end of 
this term.” 


His decision triggers an open 
contest in heavily Republican 
Utah — but it also establishes 
Romney, a frequent Trump critic, 
as an instant front-runner. And it 
sets the stage for Romney to play 
avery different role in the Senate 
than Hatch has, potentially com- 
plicating the president’s already 
rocky relationship with the GOP 
on Capitol Hill. 

Romney, 70, has not made any 
definitive public statements 
about his plans. 

“I join the people of Utah in 
thanking my friend, Senator Or- 
rin G. Hatch for his more than 
forty years of service to our great 


state and nation,” he said Tuesday 
in a written statement on Face- 
book that did not address his 
future. 

However, Republicans with a 
close eye on the race said they 
have seen signs for a while that 
Romney’s allies have been gear- 
ing up for a campaign. 

“T think the field is pre-cleared. 
I think he still wants to serve,” 
Dan Eberhart, a wealthy GOP 
donor, wrote of Romney in an 
email. “I think we could use 
someone with his real world 
business experience in the Sen- 
ate.” 
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Cancer drugs give hope, 
but side effects perplex 


Immunotherapy can cause reactions that mimic 
other disorders, leading to misdiagnoses 


BY LAURIE MCGINLEY 


When Diane Legg began see- 
ing black specks in her right 
eye, she went to an ophthal- 
mologist near her home in 
Amesbury, Mass. He said she 
had a torn retina and needed 
laser surgery. 

Legg’s oncologist was skepti- 
cal. He was worried that Legg 
had eye inflammation, called 
uveitis, that was caused by an 
immunotherapy drug she had 
been on for advanced lung 
cancer. If so, Legg needed to get 
a far different treatment — and 
quickly — to avoid vision prob- 
lems or blindness. 

Yet the eye doctor, sure of his 


diagnosis, performed the laser 
surgery. A few days later, when 
specks appeared in Legg’s left 
eye, it was clear she had uveitis, 
not a torn retina. When Legg 
finally got what she needed, 
steroid eye drops, the inflam- 
mation faded — but the specks 
remain, two years later. “It’s 
like I have a dirty lens,’ she 
says. Her problem might have 
been reduced with correct, 
prompt treatment. 

Legg, 55, is one of a growing 
number of wary veterans of 
powerful new medications that 
are revolutionizing cancer 
treatment. Her therapy 
knocked back her cancer, and 

CANCER CONTINUED ON A12 


JAMIE COTTEN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 


Diane Legg, 55, who has lung cancer, waits for an X-ray in Danvers, Mass. Two years ago, what an 
eye doctor thought was a torn retina ended up being a cancer-drug side effect that hasn’t gone away. 


U.S. says 
Tehran 
is stifling 
speech 


CLAIMS PROTESTERS’ 
DISPATCHES BARRED 


Trump administration 
may seek more sanctions 


BY CAROL MORELLO 
AND ANNE GEARAN 


The Trump administration ac- 
cused the Iranian government 
Tuesday of blocking or suppress- 
ing communications used by an- 
ti-government protesters and be- 
gan laying groundwork for new 
international sanctions target- 
ing alleged human rights abuses. 

As the protests continued for 
the sixth day, the Trump admin- 
istration attempted to grasp 
whether discontent would spiral 
into a full-fledged uprising or be 
smothered in government sup- 
pression. The demonstrations 
began over economic grievances 
but quickly turned political as 
people in cities and towns 
around the nation chanted 
broadly anti-government slo- 
gans. 

U.S. officials from the White 
House, the State Department 
and the United Nations hastened 
to respond, calling for Tehran to 
respect its citizens’ rights to 
protest peacefully while suggest- 

IRAN CONTINUED ON A7 


Iran crisis: Protests are now 
reaching into rural areas. A7 


‘Trump’s 
‘dreamers’ 
stance veils 
deal chance 


BY ROBERT COSTA, 
DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND ASHLEY PARKER 


President Trump escalated ten- 
sions with Democratic leaders 
Tuesday over the fate of young 
undocumented immigrants 
known as “dreamers,” claiming 
the lawmakers are “doing noth- 
ing” to protect them from deporta- 
tion as a key deadline nears, even 
though last year he ended the 
Obama-era program that allowed 
those immigrants to stay in the 
country. 

But the Twitter salvo masked a 
murkier reality as lawmakers re- 
turned to Washington: Trump re- 
mains open to negotiations on a 
charged issue that has vexed him 
since his presidential campaign — 
and his brash partisanship was 
widely seen as a nod to his base 
rather than a sudden turn in the 
talks. 

Inside the White House and the 
Republican Party, Trump is caught 

DACA CONTINUED ON A4 


Limits on visa sponsorships: A 
call to end “chain migration.” A4 


IN THE NEWS 


Mexico slayings Five politicians were killed 
over the past week, four from a leftist party, 
ahead of nationwide elections. A8 


Trump targets Huma Abedin The president 
appeared to suggest that the former top aide 
to Hillary Clinton should face jail time. A16 


FERNANDO CARRANZA/REUTERS 


THE NATION 
President Trump’s 
Irish golf course lost 
about $2.3 million in 
2016, making it the lat- 
est Trump golf club to 
report losses or declin- 
ing revenue. A2 

The National Security 
Agency is quickly losing 
top talent, with highly 
skilled but disaffected 
workers heading to the 
private sector. A3 

One American service 
member was killed and 
four others were wound- 
ed during combat oper- 
ations in Afghanistan 
this week. A5 

Comic book superhe- 
roes would use up hun- 
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uit 


dreds of times more fos- 
sil fuels than the average 
American, scientists cal- 
culated. A5 


THE WORLD 

Pakistani officials 
struck back at President 
Trump’s tweet accusing 
the country of “lies & de- 
ceit,” saying it was “in- 
comprehensible” and 
that it “contradicted the 
facts.” A8 


THE ECONOMY 
Pharmaceutical com- 
panies were under at- 
tack for drug prices, so 
they laid the blame on 
another health-industry 
player: pharmacy ben- 
efit managers. A9 


More people are mail- 
ing in their post-holiday 
returns, with a projected 
$90 billion worth of 
gifts to be shipped back 
this season, accounting 
for nearly one-fourth of 
the year’s returns. A10 
Hyundai Motor Co. 
and affiliate Kia Motor 
Corp., the world’s fifth- 
largest automaker, in 
2017 saw sagging sales 
for the third year in a 
row. All 

Most credit card users 
aren't following the best 
strategy to pay off their 
debts, according to a 
study. All 


THE REGION 

A community bank 
based in Annapolis 
helps cannabis-related 


businesses take a step 
away from the cash-only 


approach. B1 

A poultry supplier’s 
$250,000 donation to a 
group funding a Larry 
Hogan ad campaign in 
2014 has Maryland 
Democrats accusing the 
state’s governor of im- 
propriety. B1 

A Sterling, Va., man 
accused of thwarting a 
terrorism investigation 
made an appearance in 
court. B5 


FOOD 

Eat ‘Jewish’ 

A new cookbook has 
updated the classics. E1 


STYLE 

Martins retiring 
The New York City Ballet 
director is being 
investigated over claims 
of misconduct. C1 


STYLE 

Hoda Kotb will replace 
the ousted Matt Lauer 
as co-anchor of NBC’s 
“Today,” marking the 
first time that the morn- 
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ing show is helmed by 
female hosts. C1 
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